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Title:  Make the most of your story with research.

Overview and Rationale
Demonstrating how research can enhance and illustrate a story and answer the question, “Why?”
Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· Why is research essential?

· Where can information be found? 

· How  to ask the right questions? 
Materials

· Copies of several different articles showing good examples of research 

· Basic questions to answered about each article (Handout #1)

· Various research “scenarios”  (Handout #2)

· Questions to be answered about scenarios research (Handout #3) 

·  A  list of suggested research sources based on your school’s resources

Activities

Activity 1 (One 55-minute class) – Introduction to Research
· Divide class into small groups to read and examine various news stories.  

· Each group answers questions about assigned article.

· Groups share findings with class as part of discussion about the value of research in journalistic writing. (Resource #1)

Activity 2 (One 55-minute class) – Research practice
· Each student (or small group of students) is given a “scenario” to explore.

· Provide questions to prompt research for each scenario (#3)

· Students brainstorm ideas for research and research-based secondary coverage, i.e. bio boxes, timelines, graphs and charts.

Assessment
· Scenario questions are answered by each student (even if a member of a group) illustrating the process of finding possible research ideas and sources. (25 pts)

· Students conduct research individually and turn in information with attribution of sources and at  least two ideas for secondary coverage. (100 pts)

This activity if based on workshop material presented by Jody Habayeb, Research Department, Tampa Tribune.

Handout #1

ANALYZING RESEARCH FROM THE NEWSPAPER 

What is the basic information:

Who:

What:

When:

Where:

How:


What is the “WHY?” of the story?


List 4 other “WHY?” questions that could have been asked about this story:


Where could you go to find the answers to these questions?


What are some ideas for secondary coverage? Boxes, timelines, graphs, charts

Handout #2

RESEARCH SCENARIOS (you may need to compose some of your own)

The State passes a law that all high school students must be involved in community service in order to graduate.

The President visits our town.

A graduate of our school wins $30 million in the lottery.

A tornado touches down in our town during the weekend.  There is no school to return to on Monday.

Saddam Hussein is found innocent.

Because of homeland security, teenagers can no longer own cell phones.

A serious automobile accident occurs on school grounds.

The drinking age is lowered to 16.

A major amusement park is to be built within a mile of our small town.

Handout #3

RESEARCH NOTES

Based on your scenario, answer the following questions.  List your ideas as completely as possible.

What are the basic facts: 5 w’s

What are five  basic questions that need to be answered about this story?

What are five MORE questions that can be asked about this story?

What are five MORE questions that can be asked about this story?

Choose three of the most compelling questions and list five places you 

might find information about each.

What are three secondary coverage ideas related to your three favorites and where would you find the data and information?  (you do NOT have to created the graphics, only the idea)

After completing the above questions, DO YOUR RESEARCH, COMPILE IT WITH ATTRIBUTION AND SUBMIT BY_________________________.

Resource #1

RESEARCH BASICS
· Research tells the “why” of the story.

· Research makes even more of the story.

· Students should ask themselves, “What other questions should be asked and who would have the answers?”

· Secondary Coverage:

What kind of graphic, picture, chart, graph, bio box or timeline will enhance or further inform the primary article?

Discussion Questions:

1. Where did this writer get the information?  How do we know?

2. What other questions could have been asked?

3. What are possible sources of information?

4. By asking a different question, how would the

focus of the story change?

5. What is secondary coverage?

6. What are some ideas for secondary coverage to go with this story?

